THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

THE ENCOUNTER .

WITH CHRIST

The journey to Damascus reaches its
breaking point in a single, unforgettable
moment. Saul walks the road armed with
authority, driven by zeal, and confident in
his mission. Heaven has watched long
enough. Then, suddenly, God steps in.
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THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

The light doesnt polit
interruptsilt brings Saul to his

knees.

A SUDDEN LIGHT FROM HEAVEN

Luke describes the moment with simple but staggering
words:

“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him.”
— Acts 9.3

This isn’t just sunlight breaking through clouds. It is
a light from heaven—a visible manifestation of
divine glory. Later, Paul explains, “About noon... a
bright light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
blazing around me and my companions” (Acts

¥ 26:13).

The timing is intentional. Saul is almost there, near
Damascus, close to carrying out his plan. It's at this
| point—when his course is set, his certainty

| hardened—that the light breaks in. Grace often
moves this way: not when we are neutral, but when
we are fully committed to the wrong path.
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FROM WITHIN THAT

BLAZING LIGHT, SAUL “He fell to the ground and heard a voice say
HEARS THE VOICE THAT to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?’

WILL DEFINE THE REST OF ‘Who are You, Lord?’ Saul asked.
HIS LIFE: ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” He

THE VOICE OF | “.ious
JESUS

This is deeply personal. Jesus does not say,
“Why are you persecuting My people?” He
says, “"Why do you persecute Me?” In that
one question, Jesus reveals that He is so
united with His church that to harm His
followers is to attack Him directly.

The double use of his name—"Saul,
Saul”—carries weight. In Scripture,
repetition often marks deep emotion
and intimacy (“Moses, Moses”;
“Samuel, Samuel”; “Martha, Martha").
This is not the voice of a distant
judge, but of a present Lord who
knows exactly who He is speaking to.

Saul's response, “Who are You,
Lord?”, shows that he knows he is
encountering a power greater than
himself, but he doesn't yet realize
who it is. The answer shatters his
world: “l am Jesus.” The One he is
sure is dead is very much alive. The
Name he has been trying to erase
now stands in unapproachable light
before him.
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NEW LIFE

RENEWED FAITH

ETERMNAL HOPE

DIVINE
INTERRUPTION,
CONFRONTATION,
AND ENCOUNTER

1.Divine Interruption
God steps into Saul's story uninvited—but not
unwelcome. The Damascus encounter shows us
that God is not passive while we destroy ourselves
or harm others in His name. He knows how to stop
us. He knows where the road we are on is leading. Divine Interruption

God steps in.

2.Confrontation with Sin

Jesus' question is a confrontation: “Why do you
persecute Me?” He doesn't ignore Saul's violence.
He names it. He calls it what it is. True grace does

Confrontation with Sin

not pretend sin isn't serious; it exposes it in order True grace does not
to heal it. pretend.

3.Personal Encounter Personal Encounter
This is not an abstract theological correction. It is
Jesus and Saul in a direct, personal encounter. No
mediator. No debate. No argument. Just the risen

Christ confronting a man who has built his life on
resisting Him. Saul is not given a lecture—he is given a Person. And that

Person is enough to undo everything he thought he knew.

Not an abstract theological
correction.
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BLINDNESS

After the light and the voice, Acts tells us:

“When Saul got up from the ground, he opened his eyes but
he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or
drink anything.”

— Acts 9:8-9

Those three days of blindness become a kind of holy
pause—a space for Saul to sit in silence, face the
collapse of his old world, and wait for the new one to
begin.

“The light did not just stop Saul’s journey; it stripped away
his illusion of sight.”

Blindness becomes the doorway to true vision. Only when
Saul loses control, loses his self-reliance, and loses the
ability to move on his own terms is he ready to receive
what Jesus will give him next: forgiveness, new identity,
and a calling that will reach the nations.




