
To see the weight of what happened on the
Damascus Road, we have to feel the
journey toward it. Saul didn’t just “end up”
there by accident. He walked that road on
purpose, with a clear plan, official backing,
and a heart convinced he was right.

THE JOURNEY TO
DAMASCUS

THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
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LETTERS OF AUTHORITY

Acts 9 opens with chilling clarity:

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the
Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.”
(Acts 9:1–2)

These weren’t casual notes. They were letters of
authority—legal backing from the highest religious
leaders in Jerusalem. With them, Saul could walk
into synagogues, identify followers of Jesus, and
have them arrested and taken away in chains.

In Saul’s mind, this was his holy assignment. His
education, his reputation, and his status as a
Pharisee all fed into this mission. He wasn’t acting
as a rogue extremist; he was acting as a trusted
agent of the religious establishment.
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“I even obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus and went there to bring
these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.” (Acts 22:5)

Saul wasn’t drifting. He was
directed, sanctioned, and driven.



THE ROAD AS
A SYMBOL

THAT ROAD TO
DAMASCUS IS MORE THAN
GEOGRAPHY; IT’S A
SPIRITUAL PICTURE.

With every step, Saul was moving with
confidence—yet every step was taking him
further into opposition against Christ. The
road represents what so many lives look
like without Jesus: moving, progressing,
achieving, even “serving God” outwardly…
while actually walking toward destruction.
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He had paperwork,
but no peace

He had authority,
but no true
understanding

He had direction,
but no revelation

On that road:
The path itself becomes a symbol of
a dangerous reality: you can be
morally serious, religiously active,
and socially respected, yet
completely misaligned with the heart
of God.

“There is a way that appears to be
right, but in the end it leads to

death.” (Proverbs 14:12)

For Saul, Damascus looked like the
next logical step in his ministry. In
heaven’s eyes, it was the place
appointed for his collision with grace.



This is the
uncomfortable truth the
Journey to Damascus
forces us to face:

A MAN ON
THE WRONG
MISSION

Devotion

Truth

Fight for God

The tension in this moment is sharp: Saul is on the
wrong mission, but he is utterly convinced it’s the
right one. That’s what makes his story so unsettling
and so relatable.

He isn’t half-hearted. He isn’t confused. He isn’t
secretly doubting. He is fully persuaded that:

Jesus is a false Messiah.
The church is a dangerous movement.
Persecution is obedience.

In his own words:

“I thought I ought to do all that was possible to
oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” (Acts 26:9)
“I thought I ought to…” That phrase captures the
tragedy. He believed he was obliged—morally
required—to oppose Jesus. His conscience, shaped
by tradition but not yet transformed by grace,
pushed him in the exact opposite direction of
God’s will.

It is possible to be sincerely
devoted and sincerely wrong.

It is possible to confuse
tradition with truth.

It is possible to fight for God
while fighting against God’s Son.

Saul is not a cartoon villain. He is a warning. A warning about
what happens when zeal, identity, and religion are not

surrendered to the living Christ.



THE SETUP FOR GRACE

And yet, even on this misguided road, God is not
absent. The very journey Saul planned for destruction
becomes the stage on which God will rewrite his entire

story.

The letters in his hand say “arrest them.” The Lord in heaven is
preparing to say, “I am sending you.”
The road that symbolized movement toward darkness becomes
the place where Light will break in.

“The road to Damascus shows us that God can meet us even
when we are walking in the wrong direction.”
Saul thinks he is on his way to shut down the name of Jesus. In
reality, he is moments away from hearing that Name call him
personally.

The Journey to Damascus is the tension before the transformation
—the picture of a man with power, conviction, and momentum…
but no true sight yet. It reminds us that wherever we are heading,
however convinced we may be, we all need what Saul was about
to receive: an encounter with the risen Christ that stops us, blinds
us, and then finally opens our eyes.
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