THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

DAMASCUS
ROAD MATTER

The Damascus Road encounter stands as What happened on that dusty
one of the most significant turning points in road outside Damascus was
Christian history. In that single, divine more than a dramatic personal
moment, Saul—the fierce persecutor of the conversion; it was a divine
church—was transformed into Paul, the interruption that changed the
tireless missionary and theologian whose course of the Gospel’s spread
writings continue to shape Christian faith. throughout the world.
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SAUL BEFORE DAMASCUS

“But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from
house to house, he dragged off both men and women
and put them in prison” (Acts 8:3).

To Saul, persecuting Christians was obedience. Yet in reality, his passion was
misguided, and his mission placed him directly in opposition to God'’s plan of
salvation.

Before Damascus, Saul was defined by
zeal. He was a Pharisee, “circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the
law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting
the church” (Philippians 3:5-6).
Convinced he was defending God’s
honor, he became relentless in hunting
down followers of “the Way.”




New Life | Renewed Faith | Eternal Hope

Nova Vitas

o~

.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
........ (3
..........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
.........
...........
Wile o RSN o e e
.........
.........
.........
.........
..........
.........
.........

©0960000000000000000000000000
©0000000000000000000000000000
© 0900 000000000000000000000000
© 08 600000000000000000000000000
©08000000000000000000000000000
°¢[§000060000000000000000000000
©¢[80¢500000000000000000000000

©2889¢000000000000000000000000
080 600000000000000000000000000
* o8 50900000000 0000000000000000
©0500000000000000000000000000

4 pliee 00800000800 000000000000000
tivies'scisinneedeseseds0000000000
.-o.0.........................
/000000000 00000000000000000000
209 000000000000000000000000000
sle/siv000800000800000000000000000
40 0i0i0i000.000000000000000000000
tisls e s e snse0000000000000000000(
-oooo.0.0.0..................
deisie ¢ 910009000000 0000000000000
sisilello 00006 80'60000000000000000000
dierein el 00800 9000000000000000000

29 sis 0000 0000000000000000000000
e 9006609 0000000000000000000000
9 9.0060000060000000000000000000000
402 d0000000000000000000000000
-oooooo.oo............‘.‘....
solddiesen 00000000080 00000000000
+ 22 080000000000000000000000000
4909 60000000000000000000900000
290000000000000000000000000000
$50000000000000000000000000000

Acts 9 records the

moment that changed

everyth

ing

“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the

ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute Me? ‘Who are you, Lord?' Saul asked. ‘I

THE ENCOUNTER

ON THE
ROAD

am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ He replied” (Acts

9:3-5).

The result?

What changed

This encounter was not

then

condemning Saul, Christ
and
redirected him. Grace
reached into the heart of
destruction and offered

judgment alone—it was
confronted
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Saul's life was not just turned around; it was
re-purposed. The Lord told Ananias, “This
man is My chosen instrument to proclaim
My name to the Gentiles and their kings
and to the people of Israel” (Acts 9:15). His
identity shifted from persecutor to
proclaimer, from destroyer to builder.

Grace

Grace: Saul deserved condemnation,
but instead he received mercy. Paul
would later write, “But by the grace
of God | am what | am, and His grace
to me was not without effect” (1
Corinthians 15:10).

Deserved condemnation

Repentance

Real repentance

Repentance: In blindness and
weakness, Saul fasted and prayed
for three days (Acts 9:9, 11). His
repentance was real, marked by
surrender and humility.

Calling

Saul's identity shifted
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A TURNING POINT FOR THE CHURCH

I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

His transformation gave voice to the truth that the Gospel is not just information
but transformation.

This single encounter altered the
trajectory of the church. Paul’s
missionary journeys carried the Gospel
across the Roman Empire, planting
churches and spreading the message of
Christ where it had never been heard.
His letters—Romans, Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, and others—
continue to form the backbone of
Christian theology, grounding our
understanding of faith, grace, and

salvation.
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THE MIRROR
FOR US TODAY

MORE THAN AN ANCIENT STORY

It's a mirror for every believer. Just as God _ g -2 - vy
interrupted Saul's destructive path, He still A SRS S 1 [ e I T -
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interrupts ours.

Your own Damascus Moment

Each of us will face a “Damascus moment”—a season of struggle, a
confrontation with truth, or a turning point where Christ calls us out of our
old life and into His new one.

HOW AND WHEN?

It may not come with a blinding light, but it
will come with the same grace and the same
invitation to repentance and calling. The
question is not whether Christ calls; it is
whether we will respond.

YOUR STARTING LINE

As Paul himself later declared: “I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). The Damascus Road
was Paul’s starting line. Where might yours
begin?
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